"Decatur to appomt mfrll task force

By Erin Greer -
DeKaIb Neighbor Staff Writer

Like " its predecessors in’
Atlanta and DeKalb;.the city of

‘Decatur will appoint -atask

force: to: address issues-related -

to infill housing before the end
- ofthemonth.
--According to Deputy City

Manager Hugh Saxon, Decatur.

will appoint 17 delegates to the
new. infill task force at the City
- Commission Meéting Jan. .17.
‘The delegates, . —once
announced, will have nine
‘months to gather information

before presenting their findings -
and. recommendations to the'

- COH'IIHISSlOn

“The purpose of the task-u

force is to resolve a lot of the
substantial *concern in "the
Decatur community about infill
housing and its impact on the
. city and its development
Saxon said.
~ The task force will be select-

ed from the Decatur Planning:
-Decatur -

Qomrnrssron, the
" Board of Appeals, the Historic
_ Preservation ‘Committee, ' the

Decatur’ Business Association,
: ~the Greenspace Commission,

~'the Decatur. Neighborhood
. ,,Alhance and the city comrms-

“sionets.
Saxon sa1d the task force will
meet with community mem-

bers and contractors and draw
from neighboring infill ordi- °

~ nances- including those’ in
" Atlanta and DéKalb to compile
infill recommendations for the

“ city. The task force will present

h its findings in September.
"Saxon said the task force is

--necessary because infill has.

become more. prevalent in the
ci

lwhat actions'should be taken..
! ! We can determine whether to

| make changes to the city’s zon-

1 ing regulations or whether the

| Historic Preservation Ordi:
- nance should be extended to

_cover more of the city;” he said.

Soens  of Pinnacle Custom

' Builders said infill is aprevalent '
| practice " because the -city’s

. mass of the house asit appears
“now _uses regulations ' which
single. levels and " two story .

‘homes. In addition; regulations:

- ‘may not exceed 40 percent: of
.the lot's' square footage. ‘

dec1sron, ‘DeKalb County will -
- and drawbacks of infill housing

.oof " Auditorium, . 1300 Com-,

ty.
' “Based on. [the task forces]' -
findings, we can determine:

‘ Decatur Contractor Robert-

expected to vote on the DeKalb
ordiriance before the end of the
month :

from the street,” he said. -
According to Saxon, the city

. _ Presented ‘b e

+ - First Multiple Listing Service:: -

fimit infill development to ‘35
feet in height, allowing for orily

stipulate building development o L .
'GEORGIA £\,
{oPEN i

HOUSES con

host’ a .community forum. this -
evening to discuss the merits

“Saxon said the city plans to
draft an -ordinance based on.
task force recommendations by
theend of the year.  °

-"In addition to the Decatur

'WhéM (iedrgid -
F inds. Open Houses

county-wide. The ~meeting
begins at 6:30 p.m. at the Mal-

merce Drive in Decatur. ~
‘County. Commissioners are

W, georglaopenhouses com
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- | homes, built primarily between g}
. | 1910 and 1950, have less square " &

.footage than -the national
'"demand. -

| “It’s atug of war,” Soens said.. ] |

! -“pegple do: want larger

" homes these days, but one of . ]
tthe things. that the city of J
| Decatur is looking at is how do §

! we . maximize the square
i footage of the house while at

! the same time minimizing the -
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